
Coldwater: Strong Today, Planning for Tomorrow 

Dear Families and Community Members, 

As we move into October, I am once again filled with gratitude and pride for the Coldwater    

Exempted Village Schools community. The dedication, kindness, and commitment of our staff, 

students, and families continue to set our district apart and make Coldwater an incredible place 

for learning and growth. 

Report Card Results 

I am proud to share the results of this year’s Ohio School Report Card: 

• Our district again earned an impressive 4.5-star rating, significantly exceeding state standards. 

 

• Our Performance Index improved and remained above 100, demonstrating consistent academic 

strength. 

 

• Building by building, the Elementary earned 5 stars, the Middle School received 4.5 stars, and the 

High School received 4 stars. 

 

It’s important to remember that the state’s rating system is built on complex algorithms. For example, the Pro-

gress component is based on a three-year average, so growth takes time to show in the data. Even with these 

complexities, our results are a strong testament to the efforts of our students and staff. 

We are drilling deeply into the data to identify where we can continue to improve. I believe Coldwater is on the 

cusp of achieving a 5-star district rating—a distinction reached by only 5.4% of districts in Ohio. 

More Than Test Scores 

While these results are worth celebrating, we know they only measure a snapshot of our students’ performance 

on tests taken once a year. At Coldwater, we believe education is more than test scores. We remain committed to 

a holistic approach, focusing on the whole child—academically, socially, and emotionally. 

Our mission is clear: to be student-centered and relationship-driven. We want every student to feel valued, chal-
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lenged, and supported as they grow in both knowledge and character. 

Investing in Our Future 

As we celebrate academic success, we are also formalizing plans to update our facilities infrastructure. At the 

same time, we are developing a 10–15 year roadmap to ensure viability and sustainability for the future. This in-

cludes putting away reserves for areas of need while making upgrades today. 

We are engaging with and exploring the insights of third-party experts to help us assess, prioritize, and plan in a 

way that ensures we remain financially responsible while continuing to meet the needs of our students and com-

munity. This work will be ongoing, but it is essential to protecting the long-term health of our district. 

Enhancing Communication 

Listening to feedback, we are also updating how we share information with you. Starting this month, we will pro-

duce two Cav Connection newsletters each quarter: 

• A mailed version that is concise—under 15 pages—with the most pertinent information. 

 

• An online version that will include all the supplemental details our community has grown accustomed 

to, typically in the 40–60 page format. 

 

This approach provides the best of both worlds: a cost savings for the district while still delivering the depth of 

information and transparency that our community values. 

The Heart of Our Success 

The real strength of Coldwater Schools lies in the daily interactions happening in our classrooms, hallways, and 

fields. The culture we’ve built together—where relationships come first—remains our most important asset. As I 

often say, the culture of a school is not just one thing; it is the only thing. 

Looking Ahead 

I could not be prouder of our students and staff. Their resilience, creativity, and determination inspire me daily. 

Thank you for trusting us with the education of your children and for being partners in this journey. Together, we 

will continue to Protect the Shield and ensure that Coldwater remains a place where every student can thrive—

while significantly exceeding state standards year after year. 

With deep appreciation, 

 Doug Mader 

 Superintendent 

 Coldwater Exempted Village Schools 

 



FROM THE DESK OF THE TREASURER, JENN MCCOY: 

Forecast Presentations 

The Ohio Legislators have changed the format and dates for financial forecast submission. I will be pre-

senting our current forecast at our October 14 board meeting. This forecast will include the forecasted 

income tax revenues from the recent levy passage. My most recent forecast was 98.7% accurate for rev-

enues and 99.6% accurate for expenditures.  

Legislative & Policy Update: How State Property Tax Reform May Impact Schools 

This week brought several important developments that could affect how our schools are funded. We will continue to moni-

tor these bills and provide updates. Your awareness and engagement are vital as these decisions could shape the future of 

school funding and local property taxes. 

House & Senate Override Governor DeWine’s Veto Item No. 66 

Both the House and Senate have now voted to override Governor DeWine’s veto of Item No. 66 in the biennial budget bill. As 

a result, Coldwater Schools will no longer have the ability to renew our Emergency Levy, leading to an annual revenue loss of 

$550,000 beginning in fiscal year 2028. In addition, the state’s reimbursement of the property tax rollback for Coldwater tax-

payers has been eliminated, shifting a greater financial burden directly onto our local community. 

1. Property Tax Reform Hearings 

• Lawmakers are actively debating House Bill (HB) 186 (“Inflation Cap Credit”) and HB 335 (a larger proper-

ty tax overhaul). 

 HB 186: Would apply retroactively to 2023–24 reappraisals, expand to Joint Vocational School 

Districts, require tax bill itemization, and remove state funding offsets. This could create serious 

budget and legal challenges for our school. 

• Coldwater Schools is projected to lose $686,704 in Tax Year 2025, $1,054,237 in Tax 

Year 2026 and $1,054,237 in Tax Year 2027 which is 11%, 14.8%, 14.8% respectively. 

This would be detrimental to our finances. 

 HB 335: Could become the main tax reform bill. A substitute version may place new limits on 

inside millage growth, which could reduce school revenue in the future. 

• Other bills under discussion include: 

 HB 129: Would adjust the 20-mill floor by counting all fixed-sum levies. 

 HB 309: Would allow county budget commissions to reduce certain school levies they view as 
“excessive.” 

 
2. Why This Matters for Schools 

• Property tax changes directly affect how much funding districts receive for classrooms, staff, and pro-

grams. 

• Some proposals under consideration could reduce school revenues and shift more financial pressure 

onto local taxpayers or district budgets. 

UPCOMING BOARD MEETINGS: 

The Coldwater EVSD Board of Education will meet the following evenings at 6:00 PM in the Cav Room:   

October 14, November 11, December 9 



Elementary News: 

Mike Etzler - Elementary Principal 

Coldwater Elementary has had an AWESOME start to the 2025-26 school year.  I want to thank 

all of the parents/guardians of every elementary student for your support and help in preparing your 

child(dren) over the summer for the school year.  Everyone here at Coldwater Elementary tries to see 

the positive in each day, and find the silver lining in all situations. I want to thank you for  your help 

working and communicating with us to ensure the well being of your child(ren).  As we progress throughout the school year, 

please continue to educate your child on healthy habits that will help to ensure that we all stay safe mentally and physically.  

We are all better together and we need to support each other TOGETHER. 

Each day our Little Cavs are expected to use “The Cava-

lier Way” in their actions, words, and behavior by Being 

Safe, Being Kind, Being Respectful, Doing What Is Right, 

and Having Pride.   As we know it not only takes a 

school, but more importantly a family and community to 

raise an OUTSTANDING child!  Please stress and contin-

ue to implement “The Cavalier Way” at home so that 

your child will continue to develop positive words, ac-

tions, and behaviors.  What we do is greater than what 

we say, as our actions speak louder than words.  We 

want all of our students’ actions to demonstrate amaz-

ing character!!!  Please teach and reinforce with your 

children this quote, “Knowing what is right doesn’t mean much, unless you do what is right!” 

Along with “The Cavalier Way”, we want every student to give maximum effort and try their best in all they do.  Our 

focus theme for this year is, “In every way, grow better each day!”  We want to stress to our students that although achieve-

ment is important, the most valuable thing is having a growth mindset and growing to be better than you were yesterday in 

all areas of life! We want our Coldwater Elementary students to also accept, include, and always find the greatness in others! 

Parent and teacher communication is vital to the success of every student.  Please do not hesitate to contact your 

child’s teacher with a concern or advice on academic/behavioral/social/emotional strategies and interventions.  The Coldwa-

ter Elementary Team together with parents want to do what is best for kids and for your child.  It is very hard to achieve suc-

cess alone, but when a team is involved, educators and parents, success can be achieved.  Our team looks forward to a con-

tinued amazing school year doing things “The Cavalier Way”! 

 

 



Arrival/Dismissal Reminders 

These reminders/expectations are set up to keep all students and adults safe.  Please follow these expectations: 

All Coldwater community members who are driving near the school during arrival (7:45-8:20 a.m.) and dismissal 
(2:55-3:20 p.m.) times, please drive slowly, carefully and be mindful of pedestrians traveling across cross-
walks.  This is a school zone and the speed limit is 20 m.p.h. 

Adults and students, please use the CROSSWALKS when crossing Vine Street especially during arrival and dis-
missal times.  Little eyes are watching what you do.  Please set great examples for them. 

ARRIVAL 

If your child is not a bus rider, we are asking them to enter at the assigned doors: 

• 3rd & 4th Grade Students:   Circle Drive Door #13 (Pit)    

• Kindergarten & 2nd Grade:   Elementary Playground Door #11 

• 1st Grade:   Circle Drive Door #12 (Elevator) 

 

 If you are parking your car to walk your child across Vine St. in the morning, please ONLY park in the Visitor’s Parking 
Lot.  DO NOT park in the numbered spaces as those have been reserved for Coldwater Elementary Staff.  (Staff arrive 
at various times throughout the morning.) 

 

 Please remember that parents ARE NOT allowed to walk their child(ren) to the classroom without permission.  If you 
need something from the office, please stop at the office window. 

 

Again, our goal is to get all of our students into the elementary school in the safest way possible. 

 

DISMISSAL (Car Rider) REMINDERS 

• The best and safest way to pick up your child at the end of the day in a car is to use the Circle Drive line.  

• If you want to park and walk across Vine St. to pick up your child, you may do so.  We ask that you park in the 
Visitor’s Parking Lot.   

• If you do park in the lot, we ask that you walk across at the crosswalk to pick up your child.  Please do not tell 
your child to walk over to your car in the parking lot on their own.  This is not safe. 

• When driving through the elementary parking lot...SLOW DOWN and PAY ATTENTION.  When exiting the lot, 
please do not turn right. You may only turn left as we have many students walking to the CPAC and track/
football field. 

• If you are waiting for an elementary or middle school student in the car rider line or get out to help your child 
get in or buckle up, please pull up in front of the red cone so others waiting to pick up their child(ren) can contin-
ue to move through the line. 

 

 Together, we all have the collective responsibility to keep all of our children safe during dismissal time.  

We want to continue to have an awesome and safe school year!  Please help us accomplish this goal! 

 

Little Cavs...BIG Character! 

PBIS:  Cavalier Way Donation Drive 

In lieu of having our elementary students sell items to do a fundraiser for our PBIS program this 2025-26 school year, we 
again held our “Cavalier Way Donation Drive” and asked for the community’s support of monetary donations.   With sup-
port, we are able to fund student and teacher supplies, resources, and rewards/incentives that will support this mission for 
our students. Many of the donations will be used to purchase items to be used in the Cav Coin Store where students can 
shop as a reward for exemplifying “The Cavalier Way.”  Also, with these generous donations Coldwater Elementary is able to 
fund character education and social emotional learning curriculum programs/materials for our teachers.   We would like to 
thank all of those who have donated for their support of our PBIS “Little Cavs, BIG Character” program.  If you would still like 
to donate, please bring your donation to the elementary office or you may send it to this address:  



Coldwater Elementary 

℅ Mike Etzler - Cavalier Way Donation Drive 

310 N. Second St. 

Coldwater, Ohio 45828        

Coldwater P.T.O. 

The Coldwater PTO continues to be an amazing support to our staff & students with funds to purchase supplies etc. for class-
rooms and our school, as well as helps pay for student field trip fees.  As always, a huge thank you for all of their time and 
efforts as they do so much for Coldwater Elementary!  The PTO will also continue to sponsor the following events this school 
year: 

 

Upcoming Events: 

• October 2, 2025 Custodian Day 

• October 20, 2025 Halloween/Harvest Party (K/1st) 

• November 2025 Subway, chips and dessert during parent-teacher conferences 

• November 2, 2025 Grandparent Bingo – 2nd, 3rd and 4th Grade 

• December 2025 Teacher Breakfast 

• January 18, 2026 Mother Son Bowling Event 

• February 15, 2026 Father Daughter Event 

• March 15, 2026 PTO Carnival 

• May 2026 Teacher Appreciation Week, Right to Read Week, Summer Bridge Books, School Supply Kits 

 

If you are interested, please get involved in the PTO.  You can visit the website at: 

https://cw.noacsc.org/parents/parent-teacher-organization/ 

 

Coldwater Elementary Facebook Page 

Please join our Coldwater Elementary Facebook page to stay connected to all of the events, announcements 
and awesome things happening at Coldwater Elementary!  In your Facebook app, search “Coldwater Elementary” and look for 
our “Little Cavalier” logo.  Once you click on our page, then click “Follow”.  We would love for you to join! 

 

After-School Questions 

Asking “How was school today?” might not get you far if you want to know in greater detail how your child’s day at school 
went.  Instead ask questions like these for a better picture of  your Little Cav’s day: 

 

 What’s the coolest thing that happened?  What wasn’t so cool?  

 Pretend you’re the teacher.  How would you describe the day? 

 What made you laugh today? 

 What was the most creative thing you did? 

 How were you kind or helpful today?  Was anyone kind or helpful to you? 

 Describe a book you enjoyed today. 

 Tell me what you learned that you’d like to know more about. 

 Let’s see what you worked on today? 

 Show me what you have for homework? 

 Tell me what you learned that you would like to know more about? 

 

CAVALIER “Ready to Learn” TIPS 

(U.S. Department of Education: Reading Tips for Parents) 

“The Five Essential Components of Reading” 

https://cw.noacsc.org/parents/parent-teacher-organization/


Reading with children and helping them practice specific reading components can dramatically improve their ability to read. 
Scientific research shows that there are five essential components of reading that children must be taught in order to learn to 
read. Adults can help children learn to be good readers by systematically practicing these five components: 

 

 Recognizing and using individual sounds to create words, or phonemic awareness. Children need to be taught to 
hear sounds in words and that words are made up of the smallest parts of sound, or phonemes. 

 Understanding the relationships between written letters and spoken sounds, or phonics. Children need to be 
taught the sounds individual printed letters and groups of letters make. Knowing the relationships between 
letters and sounds helps children to recognize familiar words accurately and automatically, and “decode” new 
words.  

 Developing the ability to read a text accurately and quickly, or reading fluency. Children must learn to read words 
rapidly and accurately in order to understand what is read. When fluent readers read silently, they recognize 
words automatically. When fluent readers read aloud, they read effortlessly and with expression. Readers who 
are weak in fluency read slowly, word by word, focusing on decoding words instead of comprehending meaning.  

 Learning the meaning and pronunciation of words, or vocabulary development. Children need to actively build 
and expand their knowledge of written and spoken words, what they mean and how they are used.  

 Acquiring strategies to understand, remember and communicate what is read, or reading comprehension strate-
gies. Children need to be taught comprehension strategies, or the steps good readers use to make sure they un-
derstand text. Students who are in control of their own reading comprehension become purposeful, active read-
ers. 

 

“Simple Strategies for Creating Strong Readers” 

• Invite your child to read to or with you every day. 

• When reading a book where the print is large, point word by word as you read.  This will help the child learn that 
reading goes from left to right and understand that the word he or she says is the word he or she sees. 

• Read a child’s favorite book over and over again. 

• Read many stories with rhyming words and lines that repeat.  Invite the child to join in on these parts.  Point, 
word by word, as he or she reads along with you. 

• Discuss new words.  For example, “This big house is called a palace.  Who do you think lives in a palace?” 

• Stop and ask about the pictures and about what is happening in the story. 

• Read from a variety of children’s books, including fairy tales, song books, poems, and information books. 

 

CAVALIER “Wonderful Wordplay” 

 

(From:  “Reading Connection: Beginning Edition”) 

Use these activities to build your child’s phonemic awareness - which is the ability to hear sounds in words.  Phonemic 
Awareness is an important literacy skill that creates fluent readers. 

 

• Choose a three-letter word, such as cap.  Have your child substitute different beginning sounds from the alphabet 
to make new words (lap, map, nap, rap, sap, tap, zap).  How many words can they think of? 

• Pick a long word and tell your child to clap once as they say each syllable.  For mozzarella, they would clap four 
times:  moz-za-rel-la 

• Ask your child to say a word without the first sound.  Example: “Can you say sit without the s? (Answer:  it) 

• Think of a word, and give your child a “sound” clue to figure it out.  For instance, “I’m thinking of a word for 
something that you chew but don’t swallow.  The word has an uh sound in the middle.” 

• (Answer:  Gum) 

 



STEM 

The students started a STEM/ Problem Based Learning project that was inspired by their curiosity of one of my favorite top-

ics……beekeeping!  I shared with my students that I had my biggest honey harvest ever and have a slight problem —I am out 

of jars/bottles/containers to  bottle the honey in.  The kids jumped into the PBL with great enthusiasm completing tasks re-

lated to beekeeping and incorporating our 4th grade Math standards aligned with Chapter 1 and Numbers.  

  Listed below is an overview of the tasks and what we have been working on. 

PBL - Presenting a real-world problem that needs to be solved. 

• Task 1 - Students were presented with a jar of honey. They needed to calculate the mass/quantity of honey that 

is in their jar.   How many jars/containers will we need to contain 246 pounds of honey?  The students used a 

scale to find the mass in pounds/oz.  They also compared that to the weight of the same container holding water 

and other liquids with varying viscosity. 

• Task 2 - Students had to BEE creative and design their own honey label for their jar including necessary infor-

mation such as weight, contact info and contents  

• Task 3 - Research and calculate the cost/or price for the honey in the amount that they have. 

• Task 4 - Calculate the total amount of honey that we have and how much we can sell it for.  

  Devise a marketing plan or strategy to sell their honey. 

    Calculate the total amount of money that we earn from selling the honey. 

• Task 5 Brainstorm ideas of what to do with the money that we earn.  Students 

came up with really good ideas for this - some including: 

1. Give it back to the bees, donate it to a local charity or beekeeping club 

2. Buy some more jars and containers    Buy classroom supplies or mate-

rials to help  

3. Teach others about the importance of pollinators and bees. 

4. Purchase labels - printed from the designs that they created 

 







Cavalier Community, 

The first seven weeks of school are behind us, and we are already nearing the end of the first nine weeks. 

October also brings the conclusion of our fall sports seasons and the much-anticipated 8th Grade Wash-

ington, D.C. Trip. We hope you have noticed your children settling in, finding their routines, and working 

toward a healthy balance of schoolwork, extracurriculars, friendships, and family time.  

September Cav PRIDE Awards (Personal Responsibility In Developing Excellence)  Each month, our 

teachers select three students from each grade level to receive the Cav PRIDE Award. This award highlights students who 

are demonstrating excellence in themselves and inspiring it in others. The recipients are recognized in front of their class-

mates, receive a certificate, and are treated to a pizza lunch. Congratulations to our September award winners in grades five 

through eight who have already set such a strong example for their peers.  

• 5th grade - Morgan Schwieterman, Daisy Everman, Eli Eyink 

• 6th grade - Scarlet Schoenherr, Nessa Link, Alan Vargas 

• 7th grade - Jack Link, Paige Moorman, Mia Rutschilling 

• 8th grade - Brooke Schwieterman, Roman Bruns, Max Galyardt 

8th Grade Washington D.C Trip Our 8th graders have been especially busy preparing for their Washington, D.C. trip. 

Throughout the first nine weeks, students have been learning about our nation’s capital while completing group projects 

focused on monuments, museums, or memorials they will visit during their trip. They will depart on Monday, October 20, 

and return Friday, October 24. As part of their preparation, students will also participate in the annual D.C. Essay Assembly 

on Tuesday, October 16, where they will share their essays on patriotic themes with the student body and a panel of judges. 

The top four students will earn the honor of placing the Coldwater wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Arlington 

National Cemetery. That same evening, families and community members are invited to the Auditeria at 6:00 p.m. to view 

the projects created by the students. The excitement is building, and this year’s trip promises to be another outstanding ex-

perience for our students. 

Lego Robotics Another area where our students are shining is through Lego Robotics. This year we have three 

teams—representing 5th, 6th, and 8th grade—with nearly 25 students participating. The theme for this year is “Unearthed,” 

which challenges students to explore the past, uncover hidden stories, and use coding and engineering to bring their Lego 

robots to life. We are grateful for the many parent volunteers who help make this program possible. The students are pre-

paring for competitions later this year, and we wish them the very best as they work together to create, problem-solve, and 

compete. 

PBIS Update The first PBIS period ended on Friday, September 26, and we are proud of how our students are work-

ing to demonstrate positive behavior both in and out of the classroom. This success reflects a true partnership between 

home and school, and we sincerely appreciate the support you provide in helping your children grow into respectful, respon-

sible role models. Students are working toward the 1st Semester PBIS Rewards Field Trip scheduled for January or February. 

 

Middle School News 

Mr. Dan Pohlman, Principal 

CAV P.R.I.D.E. 

Personal Responsibility In Developing Excellence!  



To attend, students must qualify during two of the three PBIS periods. Please continue encouraging your child to give their 

best effort in both academics and behavior—we know your support makes a big difference. 

Fall Sports Teams  Our fall athletic seasons are in full swing and will be wrapping up in just a couple of weeks. It has 

been exciting to see such a high level of participation, with nearly 60% of our junior high students involved in cheer, cross 

country, volleyball, or football. When we include soccer, that number climbs closer to 70%. We are extremely proud of the 

commitment our students have shown to their teams and the positive impact this involvement has on school spirit, engage-

ment, and overall mental health. Thank you to our parents for encouraging and supporting your children to take part in these 

programs—their involvement truly makes a difference. 

As we move into the heart of the school year, we are grateful for the ongoing partnership between our families, staff, 

and community. Your support allows us to provide our students with meaningful experiences both inside and outside the 

classroom, and together we are helping them grow into responsible, caring, and successful young people. Thank you for all 

you do to make Coldwater Middle School such a special place for our students to learn and thrive. 

 

Go Cavs! 

Dan Pohlman, Principal 

Coldwater Middle School 

Choral Notes 

Pizza Cards Sale 
     The annual Choral Department Pizza Card sale begins Tuesday, October 21st and 

will run for 2 weeks.  The Pizza card features a Buy One, Get One Free Deal from:  The 

Celina Wine Store, Dominos, (in Celina) Villa Nova Pizza and Carry Out in St. Marys and 

the Philothea Country Club.  The card also offers a Buy One, get $5 off deal from 

Southside in Coldwater. Cards sell for $15 each and are valid until April 23rd, 2026.  

You can get 15 deals per card.  



FROZEN JR TICKETS NOW ON SALE!! 

 The 4th and 5th Grade students have been working so hard on this year’s musical production of “FROZEN” JR.   It 

is going to be an awesome production!  Again this year, we are offering tickets for presale but no weekend pass-

es.   What is made each year is what we use to pay for licensing, set materials, props and other expenses in-

volved in producing and presenting a show at this level.   

Ticket sales will be as follows: 

Pre-Sale tickets available:  $8 for Adults  

        $7 for Students 

This is per show so be sure to order enough tickets for the number of shows you plan to attend!!  There is no re-

served seating.  All seats are first come first serve. Show dates and times:  Thursday, November 20th at 7:00, Fri-

day, November 21st at 7:00 pm (If we are in football playoffs, this show will be canceled), Saturday, November 

22nd at 2:00 pm and Sunday, November 23rd at 2:00 pm 

 

Admission at the door will be $10 for everyone attending without a pre-sale ticket regardless of age (pre-

school age and older…basically if your child will be sitting in a seat, they need a ticket)  

 

If you are interested in purchasing tickets, please fill 

out the attached form and send it back to school with 

your child along with cash or a check made out to 

Coldwater Schools. Forms are to be brought to Mrs. 

Petersen.  Or, you can come to the elementary office 

and Amanda Sutherin will take care of your purchase.   

 

There will be a bake sale again this year.  All items are 

for a donation at this table.  We will also have Break-

A-Leg gifts for purchase along with Gold Stars.  You 

are welcome to purchase items at this table for that 

special cast member! 

 

Remember, the money paid to see the show goes to-

wards licensing, sets, supplies and costume pieces.  

We understand it does get costly to see the show 

with a family but it is supporting a great cause! If you 

have any questions, please email me at   pe-

tersen.denise@coldwatercavs.org or call 419-678-

2613. Also, check us out on Facebook:  Coldwater 

Elementary School Drama.  Like our page and get 

any updates that are posted there as well. 

Thank you! 

Denise Petersen 



FROZEN JR. 

Pre-Sale Tickets  

Order Form 

 

 Name ________________________ Phone ________________ 

 Please mark what you would like to purchase: 

                   Quantity:       Total: 

 

 Single Show Adult Ticket (each show requires a ticket):        _____X$8=______ 

 

 Single Show Student Ticket (each show requires a ticket):     _____X$7=______ 

 

                                                                                                 # of tickets: ________ 

 

                            Grand Total: ________ 

 If writing a check, please make it out to Coldwater Schools! 

 PRE-SALE ENDS Wednesday, 11-19-2025 at 5:00 p.m. 

 Tickets at the door:  $10 for all!! 

 ALL SALES FINAL! 

 PLEASE NOTE!!!  The Friday, November 21st performance is subject to NO FOOTBALL.  If there is a 

 play off game that night, this performance will be canceled! 

 If dropping off this form or sending it to school, who would you like the tickets to go home with? 

 

 ___________________________________________________________ 

 



COMING MARCH 5-8 

2026!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Coldwater Middle School Pre-

sents:  “DESCENDANTS” The Musi-

cal  

COMING  

APRIL 16-19, 2026 

HS DRAMA  

Presents… 



With the first 9-weeks almost complete, I would like to complement the students and staff on another 

outstanding start to the school year.  There still continues to be many extra challenges for all students, 

parents, and staff this school year, but wanted to say a big Thank You to everyone for their extra effort, 

cooperation, and respect for one another.  Your continued actions are certainly appreciated.   

We would also like to take this opportunity to Thank Coach Houts and The Cheerleaders for all they do 

on a daily basis - signs on the lockers and in the halls, great school spirit, and recognition and enthusi-

asm for our many athletes.  Their hard work and love for The Cavs should never be taken for granted.  

Also, Thanks again to Connie Heinrichs for her always Inspirational Bulletin Boards – very much appreciated.      

Thank You Ladies! 

Many great things are happening here again in the High School 

this fall, thanks to all of those who put in so much time and effort 

to make it all possible!     

Go Cavs!...       

J Hemmelgarn, HS Principal 

 

Monitoring Student Performance/Progress: 

CHS continues to maintain our parent Progressbook login 

access on our school website (found at cw.noacsc.org).  

Should you have any difficulties accessing your child’s information, please contact the HS Office at 419-678-4821. 

In addition, the teachers may also communicate by email, phone call, etc. to the parents of students that currently 

have a D or F average at specified 3-week intervals.  Conversation from those contacts can pursue if need be. 

 

Senior Citizen Breakfast  

Happy to announce that we are tentatively planning for the Senior Citizen Breakfast to be back on again for this 

year.  Please mark your calendars for Wednesday December 3
rd. 

 

 

Parent – Teacher Conferences 

The high school staff will be available the night of Tuesday, November 3 for parent-teacher conferences.  Parents 

should contact Gretchen Hoyng or Kathy Bohman at the high school office to arrange times between 4:00 – 7:30 

p.m. to meet with individual teachers  



Save A Life Distracted Driving Event 

Thank you to Coldwater PD, Coldwa-

ter Eagles, and Coldwater American 

Legion, along with Rooster Joes for 

funding and sponsoring the event.  

Seniors, Juniors and Staff had an ex-

cellent learning experience! 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the students selected to the 2025 Homecoming Court! 

2025 Homecoming Court (to the left)  

Girls: Mia Byer, Kelly May, Sydney Grieshop, Sarah Stewart, Mia Knapke 

Boys: Caden Obringer, Trent Westgerdes, Caleb Schroer, Nolan Mescher, Ty Wenning 

Queen Kelly May and King Trent Westgerdes 



Cavalier Athletic Report 
 

 Hard to believe we are closing in on the tail end of the Fall Athletic Season.  What a start we 

have had to our 2025-2026 athletic year.  At the time of press, we are getting ready for tournament 

seed meetings for Soccer, Cross Country, and Volleyball.  Boys and Girls Golf have already wrapped up 

their seasons and Football is well into the 2nd half of their season. 

 I would like to give a huge shout out to the Coldwater Athletic Booster Club.  This group of peo-

ple work their tails off but yet make it so much fun in doing so.  Their efforts help to financially support the Coldwater Ath-

letic Department and provides many needs for your student/athletes.  Often taken for granted, this group is extremely im-

portant to our district.  On Friday, Sept 19th, they held their 2nd Annual Booster Bash.  This was a great night for the Coldwa-

ter Community as it allowed anyone to come out to the park, enjoy some music, have some food/drinks, and simply enjoy 

themselves.  It seems like a simple thing to put something like this together, but I have seen the work they do and it is tre-

mendous.  Again, Thank You to our Coldwater Athletic Booster Club! 

 Tournament season is approaching fast with Golf already teeing it off at the Sectional/District tournaments this past 

week.  Reminder to check our website for updated tournament information as we get it.  Be sure to stop out to Cavalier Sta-

dium also as we will once again host the Coldwater Lions Cross Country Meet (Oct 4th) and the MAC League Cross Country 

Meet (Oct 11th).  Both meets begin at 9:00 a.m. from the practice field. 

 We have added a new Athletic Website at www.cwcavsathletics.org.  Be sure to check it out.  One nice thing about 

the new site is the Composite Schedule option.  Clicking on this allows you to view each months schedule in calendar format 

with all sports being included.  You can also pick and choose which teams you want to view.  We have also added all of our 

fall rosters and photos to each team.  Once we get the winter sports photos and rosters, those will be added as well.   

 Along with our new athletic website, we have a new Athletic App.  Simply search your App Store on your phone for 

Coldwater Athletics.  Then download the app with the Cavalier Shield.  Be sure to accept notifications.  This is a complete app 

of our website.  Allowing notifications will allow you to get notices when scores are in and also when the games start.  We 

want to Thank the businesses that have sponsored this app for our community.  I know it is a pain for the businesses when 

they get asked all of the time to donate, but I also believe in making sure they get their support on our end when they donate 

to the athletic department.  This is one of the areas the businesses give to us and we try to give them support as well. 

 We would like to remind everyone to keep following our website at www.cwcavsathletics.org.  We try to keep this 

site up to the minute with schedules, features, records, scores, etc.  This has been a challenging year with keeping the sched-

ules current however due to the many changes and the changes in software being required by the OHSAA.  If you notice 

something, please let us know.  I would also like to point out the “News Feed” on the new website.  When you go to the main 

page, simply scroll down to “News Feed”.  Good information to check out here.  I would encourage you to check out the web-

site and just explore around.  It will give you everything you need to know about Cavalier Athletics. 

 Our new Palace Scoreboards have been a huge success.  If you would like to advertise on them, please let me know.  

I would like to Thank All of our local businesses for helping make this happen.  If you haven’t seen it, be sure to come in and 

check it out.  I’m learning more and more everyday about what it can do.  We are also looking at converting our Stadium Vid-

eo board over to the same software that is in the Palace.  This will allow for much great viewing and also for even better 

sponsorship for our businesses.  Thanks again to the local businesses for making these much needed upgrades possible!   

 

Go Cavs!    Eric Goodwin, Athletic Director/Assistant Principal 

 

  

  

http://www.cwcavsathletics.org
http://www.cwcavsathletics.org


FFA Members Kick Off the New School Year from a Successful Summer! 

This summer there was no shortage of FFA activities that our members took 

part in! Members volunteered to help run the ice cream stand during the 

Coldwater Community Picnic. Also during the picnic, many members helped 

represent the chapter by being on our parade float. This year our float’s 

theme was "Agriculture Feeds A Village”, which won 1st Place Junior Float in 

the parade.  

 

FFA Members at the Mercer County Fair 

At the 2025 Mercer County Fair, local FFA members received various awards for their 

projects. Many members received outstanding ribbons for their various shop and 

crop projects. Numerous members also brought in livestock projects. These members 

work very hard all summer to have their animals ready for the fair. Many FFA mem-

bers had great success in the livestock shows this year. Congrats to everyone on an-

other successful fair! 

Herdsmen Awards 

• Beef - Owen Fennig  

• Beef - Grace Siegrist 

• Dairy -  Mandi Hart 

• Dairy - Kennley Siegrist 

Showman of Showmen Contest 

• Mandi Hart - 2nd place Senior Division  

• Brady Meyer - 4th place Senior Division 

• Heidi Klenke - 2nd place Intermediate Division  

• Grace Siegrist - 4th Place Intermediate Division 



Beef Exhibitors 

• Marcus Siefring - Grand Champion Dairy Beef Crossbred Feeder  

• Jacob Uhlenhake - 5th Overall Dairy Beef Steer  

• Kennley Siegrist - 3rd place Professional Beef Showmanship  

• Grace Siegrist - 2nd place Senior Beef Showmanship   

Dairy Exhibitors 

• Kennley Siegrist - Junior Grand Champion Holstein  

• Kennley Siegrist - Junior Reserve Grand Champion Holstein  

• Kennly Siegrist - Junior Grand Champion Dairy Female   

• Kennly Siegrist - Junior Reserve Grand Champion Dairy Female  

Dairy Goat Exhibitors 

• Gena Fisher - Junior  Reserve Champion Dairy Goat  

• Gena Fisher - 2nd place Senior Dairy Goat Showmanship 

Goat Exhibitors 

• Faith Pohlman - 4th place Senior Goat showmanship 

• Brent Hueing - 5th place Senior Goat showmanship 

• Praline Unrast - 2nd Place Intermediate Goat Showmanship 

Sheep Exhibitors 

• Carter Heitkamp - 3rd place Senior Sheep Showmanship  

• Owen Heitkamp - 3rd place Intermediate Sheep Showmanship  

Swine Exhibitors 

• Conner Tobin - 4th Place Senior Swine Showmanship 

 

Horse Exhibitors 

• Renae Huser - Grand Champion Horse Showmanship  

• Renae Huser - Stall Award 

Rabbit Exhibitors 

• Alex Penno - Reserve Grand Champion Fancy Senior Buck  

• Alex Penno - Reserve Grand Champion Fancy Senior Doe  

• Lauren Beckman - 2nd Place Senior Rabbit Showmanship  

FFA Shop & Crop Projects 

• Best in Class Wall Decor -  Heidi Klenke 

• Best in Class Floral Design - Madison Wendel 

• Best in Class Sunflower 

- Carter Heitkamp 

• Best in Class Green 

Beans - Kirsten Hueing 

• Best in Class Roma To-



Mercer County Soil Judging Competition 

On September 19th, FFA members competed in the Mercer County 

Soil Judging competition, which is organized by the Mercer Soil and 

Water Conservation District. All freshmen members competed in 

the Rural Soils contest, where they judged the soil samples based 

on their ability to sustain crops. The team of Owen Heitkamp, Brent 

Heuing, Dillan Wenning, and Sam Finke placed highest for our 

chapter.  

We also had members compete in the Urban Soils competition, 

which requires the soil samples to be studied from a non-farm per-

spective. FFA members Keaton Tobin, Conner Tobin, and Kaleb  

Hibner made up the highest scoring team from our chapter in the   

Urban Soils competition.  

District Soil Judging 

On Wednesday, September 24th members went to district Soil Judging at 

Lost Creek Reserve in Troy.  The Urban team, consisting of Kaleb Hibner, 

Ava Schmitmyer, Tori Timmerman, Conner Tobin, Keaton Tobin, Madison 

Zwiebel, Derek Dues, and Kennley Siegrist, placed 7th in the District 

against 27 teams.  

The Agricultural Soils team, consisting of Brent Heuing, Carter Heitkamp, 

Heidi Klenke, Renae Huser, Ava Smith, Lana Kaiser, Janessa Smuts and 

Kameron Bird, placed 16th out 

of 31 teams. These members 

had to judge the land structure, 

slope, soil texture, and the drainage. Examinations are made from a farming and 

construction point of view. Participants are also required to take two written ex-

ams about the land. Congratulations! 



Celina Farmers Market - Kids’ Activity  

On September 7 at the Celina 

Farmers Market, some FFA 

members led a kids’ activity 

using popsicle sticks to make 

fun little crafts.  

Thanks to Renae Huser, Kenn-

ley Siegrist, Ava Schmitmeyer, 

and Brent Heuing for volunteering their time to help out  

 

 

 

FFA Annual Fruit, Nut, Cheese, BBQ Sauce, and Meat Stick Sale 

The FFA Fruit Sale is the annual fundraiser to raise funds for all of the costs required for our activities, judging 

events, conventions, camps, conferences, and banquet. 

Beginning October 9, the FFA will be selling:  

Oranges, Grapefruit, Apples, Pears, and Pineapples 

Meat Sticks, Beef Jerky, Summer Sausage 

Canned Nuts 

BBQ Sauce 

Cheese  

 

 

Support the Coldwater FFA by purchasing these items so they can participate throughout the year to develop their 

leadership, personal and career skills.  

 

***Orders can be placed through November 3. Orders will be delivered the week of December 9. Please check the 

Coldwater FFA Facebook page or contact the high school (419-678-4821) AFTER October 9th to place your order. 

 

 

Articles submitted by FFA Chapter Reporter, Carter Heitkamp 



Notes from the Coldwater Band 
We are in the midst of an exciting fall season for the Coldwater Band Program!  

Mark your calendars for the following upcoming events. 

Junior High Band Practice & Show – October 2–3 

On October 2, our junior high students will join the high school band for a combined rehearsal, giving them a taste of the ex-
citement and teamwork of marching band. The following evening, October 3, the Junior High Band Show will showcase their 
hard work and progress. Families and friends are encouraged to attend and cheer on our young musicians! 

6th Grade Band Trip to Lima Symphony – October 10 

The 6th grade band will travel to the Lima Symphony for the Young People’s Concert at 11:00 am. This trip gives students the 
chance to experience live professional musicians and be inspired by the power of symphonic music. 

Butterbraid Fundraiser – October 14–28 

Our annual Butterbraid sale begins October 14! Proceeds directly support our band program. Orders will be delivered Novem-
ber 13 at 2:30 pm—please make arrangements to pick up items promptly. Thank you in advance for supporting this delicious 
fundraiser! 

Senior Night – October 17 

We will honor our senior band members 
during Senior Night, recognizing the dedi-
cation and leadership of our graduating 
students.  

5th Grade Band Concert          
November 6 at 7:30 pm 

The 5th grade band will present their very 
first concert! Come out to support our 
newest musicians as they share what 
they’ve learned so far. 

7th Grade Trip to Columbus – 
November 7 

The 7th grade band will travel to Colum-
bus for a special performance by The Ohio State University Marching Band at 10:00 am. Seeing the OSU Band up close will 
be an unforgettable experience. 

6–12 Band Concert – December 7 at 3:00 pm 

Our winter concert will feature performances from students in grades 6–12. This highlight of the year brings all our ensembles 
together to share festive music of the season.   



Thank You, Band Boosters! 

A huge thank you to our Booster Officers for their tireless support of the band program. Your dedication helps provide mean-

ingful opportunities for our students. 

All Band Parents are “Band Boosters”. We rely on the help of everyone to support the nearly 300 students in the band pro-

gram. If you’d like to get involved, consider volunteering at upcoming events by visiting cavalierband.org/volunteer-sign-ups. 

You can also support the program financially through the Music Is Instrumental campaign at cavalierband.org/ways-to-help/

Music-Is-Instrumental. Every contribution—whether time or resources—makes a big difference for our students. 

5th Grade Band update 

The 5th grade band has been hard at work building the FUNdamentals of instrumental music. From learning assembly and 

posture to producing their very first sounds, our students are making steady progress and growing every day. 

 The 20-Hour Learning Curve: Helping Your Child Succeed in Band   

Learning an instrument can feel overwhelming at first—but it doesn’t take thousands of hours for students to sound good. 

Research shows that with just 20 hours of focused practice, beginners can go from squeaks and honks to playing real music 

with confidence. 

What does 20 hours look like? 

• 20 minutes a day 

• 4–5 days a week 

• About 2 months 

That’s all it takes to build a strong foundation on their instrument! 

How you can help: 

• Encourage short, regular practice. A consistent routine is better than long, rare sessions. 

• Provide a quiet space. Even a small corner with fewer distractions makes a difference. 

• Celebrate progress. Remind your child that every practice session brings them closer to making music with the 

band. 

 

The first few weeks are the hardest. Sounds may not be pretty at first, but sticking with it leads to big breakthroughs. 

By supporting your child through those 20 hours, you’ll set them up for success—and the joy of making music that 

lasts a lifetime. 

https://www.cavalierband.org/volunteer-sign-ups
https://www.cavalierband.org/volunteer-sign-ups
https://www.cavalierband.org/ways-to-help/Music-Is-Instrumental
https://www.cavalierband.org/ways-to-help/Music-Is-Instrumental
https://www.cavalierband.org/ways-to-help/Music-Is-Instrumental








“SHERLOCK” TICKETS NOW ON SALE! 

The Coldwater High School will be presenting “SHERLOCK HOLMES: The Baker Street Irregulars”  October 23 7:00 

pm, October 25 8:00 pm and October 26 4:00 pm in the Coldwater Auditeria.  Tickets are open to the public and 

are now on sale!  It is going to be an awesome production!  We have over 20 cast members working hard to make 

this the best High School production yet! Be sure to come check out the show!  This is going to be an amazing 

show which includes some of our very own Elementary students! 

As stated, tickets are not limited and all seats are general admission!  We can do special pre-sale pricing as well.  

Tickets can be purchased as follows: 

  Pre-Sale tickets Available: 

   $8.00 Adults 

   $7.00 Students 

This is per show so please be sure to order enough tickets for all the shows you want to attend.  There are no show 

specific tickets and there are 3 chances to see the show! 

 

 ALL TICKETS AT THE DOOR $10 Regardless of age (Pre-School and up) 

If you are interested in purchasing tickets,  please fill 

out the attached form and send it back to school with 

your name along with cash or a check made out to 

Coldwater Schools. Forms are to be brought to Mrs. 

Petersen.  You can also come to the High School Office 

and the ladies there will take care of your purchase.  If 

you know a student at school, you can ask to have them 

bring your tickets to you or you can bring in your form 

and pick up tickets right away. 

Remember, the money paid to see the show goes to-

wards licensing, sets, supplies and costume pieces.  We 

understand it does get costly to see the show with a 

family but it is supporting a great cause! If you have any 

questions, please email me at   pe-

tersen.denise@coldwatercavs.org or call 419-678-2613. 

Also, check us out on Facebook: Coldwater High 

School Drama.  Like our page and get any updates that 

are posted there as well. 

 

 Thank you! 

Denise Petersen 



SHERLOCK HOLMES: The Baker Street Irregulars 

Pre-Sale Tickets  

Order Form 

 

 NAME_____________________________________________ 

 Please mark what you would like to purchase: 

                    `  Quantity:       Total: 

 Single Show Adult Ticket (each show requires a ticket):         _____X$8=______ 

 

 Single Show Student Ticket (each show requires a ticket):     _____X$7=______ 

 

                                                                                        # of tickets: ________ 

 

                            Grand Total: ________ 

 

 If writing a check, please make it out to Coldwater Schools! 

 

 PRE-SALE ENDS Wednesday, October 22 at 7:00 pm 

 Tickets at the door:  $10 for all! 

 

 ____ I will pick tickets up at my earliest convenience from the High School office. 

 ____ Please send my tickets home with a student. 

 

 Student’s Name________________________ 

           



A MEMBERSHIP DRIVE SUPPORTING THE DRAMA PROGRAMS  

COLDWATER  SCHOOLS   

The Coldwater Drama Department is made of three groups, Elementary Drama (4th and 5th Grade), Middle School Drama 

(Grades 6-8) and High School Drama (Grades 9-12).  Each year we set out to present high quality entertaining productions and 

obtain performance rights for well known, popular shows. We are looking for sponsors who are willing to donate and help us 

build our Drama Programs so we can continue to put on spectacular shows. 

For the 2025-2026 drama season, Elementary Drama will be presenting “FROZEN” JR, Middle School “Descendants” The Musi-

cal, and High School is doing a play “SHERLOCK HOLMES: THE BAKER STREET IRREGULARS” in the fall  and “THE ADDAMS 

FAMILY” in the spring. We would like to invite you to be an honorary part of the Drama Program here in Coldwater. It is YOUR 

support that helps provide the opportunity for growth and sustainability. We were able to provide high quality shows during 

the 2024-2025 season thanks to all of our sponsors!   We hope to continue growing this sponsorship program so we can con-

tribute to some major equipment upgrades that are very much needed along with sustaining our high quality productions! 

Why Donate? 

Performance rights alone for many JR productions start at $800, and the High School shows at $3400. These rights allow us to 

perform 3-5 shows with limitations set by the licensing agreement. Performance rights however do not include costumes, 

musical scores, prompt books, or choreography. These items incur added cost based on the size of the production and cast. 

The Drama Department rents, purchases, or makes many of the costumes you see. We also build many unique sets, often 

with the inability for long term storage. Coldwater’s 2025 production of “NEWSIES cost $10,000. 

By donating to the Drama Program, you will get your name or business in the Playbill for each group in which you donate, 

with a note of thanks. You can choose to have your donation split between all 3 drama groups, or you can specify which 

group you would like your donation to support. In addition, you will receive a 2 ticket credit voucher (PRESALE ONLY)  for 

each $100 donated.  Send this voucher in with any PRESALE order to receive two tickets for the show of your choice! 

Please make your check payable to Coldwater Schools (c/o Coldwater Drama in the memo) and fill out the attached form.  

100% of your donation will stay in the Coldwater Drama Department. We truly thank you for your donation. 

Mail your donation to : 

 

Coldwater Drama 

c/o Denise Petersen 

310 N 2nd Street  

Coldwater Ohio 45828 

COLDWATER DRAMA  



I would like to donate to the following groups): 

 

 

____ Coldwater Elementary School Drama( Grades 4-5).  Amount of Contribution $ __________________ 

____ Coldwater Middle School Drama (Grades 6-8).  Amount of Contribution $ __________________ 

____ Coldwater High School Drama (Grades 9-12).  Amount of Contribution $ __________________ 

____ Split between all 3 groups as needed.   Amount of Contribution $ __________________ 

  

Name________________________________________                                                                                                       

Company/ Business____________________________________   

Address__________________________________ City_______________________ State______ Zip___________  

Phone _____________________________  

Please provide name and/or company as it should appear in the program and other recognition.          
Please mail to: 

Coldwater Drama 

c/o Denise Petersen 

310 N 2nd Street 

Coldwater Ohio 45828 

 

Or drop off at any of the School offices.  Any questions can be directed to pe-
tersen.denise@coldwatercavs.org 

COLDWATER DRAMA  

mailto:petersen.denise@coldwatercavs.org
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